44                      DEATH   OF   THE   CONSUL.

The whole of this time is generally very sickly, so
much so that the principal authorities are glad to
leave the island, and repair to Fuego, which is the
highest, and also considered to be the most healthy
of all the Cape deVerd group. The Chief Justice
and his family left Porto Praya, for Fuego, in a
Portuguese sloop of war, on the day we entered it,
the Governor having previously left for the same
destination.

There were many of the inhabitants suffering
from fever, while we were at St. Jago, and two of
the Consul's family were among the number, and
I lament to relate, that not long after our depar-
ture, both the Consul and his wife fell victims to
this too commonly fatal fever of St. Jago, leaving *
his sister, an amiable and accomplished young lady,
dangerously ill of the same disease. The case of
this lady was one of the most melancholy interest.
She was entirely unprotected by the presence of any
country people of her own, except a gentleman, who,
happening to call there on his way from England
to Sierra Leone, was induced to remain on the
island, at the request of Mrs. Clark, for the purpose
of acting as Vice-Consul, during the severe illness
of her husband. This gentleman, after perform-
ing the painful duty of reading the burial service
over the Consul-General and his lady, was himself
attacked by the same fever, and after struggling
for a length of time against it, was, at last, sent off
to the island of Mayo, just in time to save his life,